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Advocacy Messages 

 At no other time, have women been subjected 
to shaming, humiliation, harassment with impunity 
by a sitting President than now. The signing of the 
Safe Spaces Act does not, will not and cannot 
change the misogynistic, sexist, macho 
character of Duterte. Our problem is not about 
the lack of laws but implementation and 
accountability! 

 EJKs have brought women and children another 
unspeakable tragedy that has far-reaching 
consequences beyond our time! Contrary to 
Duterte’s claim that his Drug War is for the future 
of the Filipino children, it has unfortunately 
destroyed that future!!  



Ang Dami Namang Batas!!!! 

 CEDAW (1981) 

 Anti-Discrimination in Employment (1989) 

 Women in Nation-Building Act (1991) 

 Anti-Sexual Harassment Act (1995) 

 Anti-Rape Act (1997) 

 Anti-Violence Against Women and Children (2004) 

 Magna Carta of Women (2009)  

 Responsible Parent and Reproductive Health Act (2012) 

 Expanded Maternity Leave Law (2019)  

 Safe Spaces Act (2019) 

If it were just a matter of laws, the Philippines is heaven 
for gender!!! 



The Gender Perspective: 

Misogyny and Sexism 

What Is Misogyny? 

 Comes from the mid-17th century Greek word 

“misos” meaning hatred and “gune” meaning 

women. 

 Hatred of , Contempt for, or Prejudice Against 

Women and Girls 

 Examples: Belittling of Women, Male Privilege, Sex 

Discrimination, Violence Against Women, Sexual 

Objectification, Social Exclusion  





Duterte’s Sexist Statements 





#EveryWoman 



Psychological Roots of 

Misogyny 
 “Misogyny is typically an unconscious hatred that men 

form early in life, often as a result of a trauma involving a 
female figure they trusted. An abusive or negligent 
mother, sister, teacher or girlfriend planted a seed deep 
down in the brain’s subcortical matter.” 

 Manifestations: Flirtatious, exciting, charismatic and fun; 
irresistible to rude, rude to irresistible; feels bad if a woman 
does better than him professionally or socially; makes 
women feel miserable; despises monogamy. 

 Every time they put a woman down, they feel good 
because bad behavior is rewarded with a dose of 
pleasure chemical, dopamine. 

Source: Berit Brogaard, PhD, University of Miami 



Misogyny: Socio-Cultural 

and Structural Roots 

 Misogyny is deeply rooted in patriarchy, a male-dominated  power 
relationship between women and men where the latter enjoy 
superiority, authority and greater  access to resources 

 Patriarchy thrives through a gender socialization process that begins in 
the home, perpetuated in schools, embedded in religion, practiced in 
the workplace, and propagated by sexist politics.  

 Patriarchy is the single biggest obstacle to gender equality and 
women’s empowerment and by far, the most difficult to demolish 
anywhere In the world. 

 Laws and public policy intended to address patriarchy such as the 
Magna Carta of Women, anti_VAW law, etc. are blatantly violated at 
the highest levels of government. No public accountability. 

 CEDAW, the Women’s Rights Convention continues to be violated by 
state parties to the Convention though the CEDAW Committee has 
taken states to task and made them report about the status of 
compliance with their Recommendations  

 

 



Misogyny : Impact on 

Women’s Participation in 

Politics and Public Policy 

  Disempowering Effect: Women fear being 
insulted, objectified, humiliated (Worst Case: Slut 
Shaming of Sen. De Lima) 

 Setback to Women’s Rights as Human Rights: 
Magna Carta of Women, Anti-VAW, Anti-SH, 
CEDAW  

 Exclusionary Effect: Strong, Competent Women 
are excluded form the Roster of Qualified 
Government Officials at the Highest level of 
Decision_Making 

 Increase in Impunity 

 





Misogyny and VAW 



Sexism in the Workplace 



Gender and EJK 



What is their future? 



Stories of Widows and 

Orphans 

 Aida, 36 years old left with 6 children ages 15 to 2 

years old: the 14 year-old boy died of leukemia 

last year; the 15 year old boy lives in with another 

15-year old girl, the daughter of another drug 

user; the 13 year-old girl is in and out of school to 

take care of 2 younger siblings. The mother, frail 

and sick  is a laundry woman. She is reportedly 

using drugs now. They used to live in Camarin but 

was chased out by the landlord and now lives 

with her parents in Taytay but in constant fight 

with her relatives.  

 



Story of Lola Myra 

 Lola Myra is 83 years old, a heart attack survivor. 
Her son, a junk shop operator  was killed in a 
tokhang operation in Payatas in 2016 when he 
came home to celebrate his daughter’s 7th 
birthday. He left behind four young children ages 
16 to 4 who Lola Myra had to take care of 
because their pregnant mother was arrested by 
the police and detained. She gave birth in prison. 
She was subseqently released but unable to 
cope with the situation and is reportedly into 
drugs now. Her 16 year-old daughter, a deaf 
mute lived in with the son of another drug user 
and she recently gave birth. The cycle begins!!!  



Where do we go from here? 

 The Catholic Church has spearheaded efforts to provide 
psych-social, spiritual healing through efforts like 
Paghilom. 

 Faith-based groups such as Bawa’t Isa Mahalaga have 
programs for the orphans  

 Women’s groups like Baigani have programs to help 
women such as Family Camps where grieving widows 
and mothers participate in sharing and psychosocial 
counseling sessions, group discussions that help them 
understand their individual victimization from a larger 
perspective of social justice, and group discussions that 
introduce the gender dimensions of EJK. In these camps, 
the children also undergo age-appropriate play and art 
therapeutic activities.  Teenage girl members of the 
families who are also vulnerable to exploitation and often 
bear risky coping strategies for the family survival are also 
supported. 

 









Ikaw, ano 

ang gagawin 

mo? 


